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laſt night, has obliged me to write this Letter 
toyou. Iam aſtoniſhed to fee ſuch Paradoxes 
" of Iniquity ſet up, and to prevail fo unreaſon- 
ably among Men who think themſelves the greateſt Ma- 
ſters of Reaſon. To think Polygamy and Fornication law- 
ful; nay, and as ſome maintained (for there is noftop in 
wickedneſs) even Adultery too. ei a; 
There is nothing in this-Matter:; but that Men, having 
their Appetites unbridled, by any Reſtraint-or Diſcipline 
of Religion, have given them a looſe, are reſolved to 
purſue them whitherſoever-they po ; and inyent the beſt+- 
Arguments they can to defend rhem. - Nay, ſome come 
at laſt to. believe what they have at firſt offered in jeſt, 
and to try what it'would:do. And it is a juſt Judgment, 
and often threatned' by God, to give thoſe' up to follow 
their. own Imaginations, who haye no Pleaſure in his 
'ways; but, inftead of loving them, and ſetting them- 
ſelves, with the full force and ſtrength of their Minds, 
Carefully and Diligently ro follow them; and -to take 
Pleafure in them :- do, on the contrary, delight to Rally 
them; and to hear Arguments ſet up againſt them, -which 
is a ſure Intimation of adiflike of them, and conſequently 
a Contetnprof' him'who enjoined; them ; nay, a- hatred of 
him : for: we canaort love him, and hate his Laws. - We 
never faw - him, geen” only by his Laws, ' and. 
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> char Light of himſelf which-he- has given us thicrein. 
Therefore when we would tranſpreſs the plain Letter of 
P”... _theLaw, asall the World has eyer underſtood it, we can 
= .  - never be ſure but that we are in the diſmal Number, and 


under the heavy Curſe of the Haters of God, unleſs we 


. can bring-an Aythority. which will out ballance thar upon 
which theLetter of the Law does ſtand. Now allthe World. 


has hitherto underſtood*that both Fornication and Adalte- 


79 are forbidden under the Goſpel. And' what is it which. 


our: Modera Wits have to oppoſe to this > Why '(for- 


| foath!) as. you heard ſome of them. ſay,. that the fame - 
Word, in Greet, ſignifies Adw#ery and Fernication, which 


is a greae miſtake, otherwiſe than as it is in Ezziſh, and 
ig all I ges : There arc general words which;Coame- 


38 all Langua 
prehend bath,” as Wheredom,-' Vncleauneſs, and the like. 


But there are likewiſe particular wards, which-diſtinguiſh 
the particular Species of rhefe from one another : and 
you have theſe reckon'd up diltinfly, Gal. 5.29. 4- 
adultery , Fornixation, Crucleapneſs , "Laſctovnlac s. . And 


the Words 2dvltery and: Ferdication are as much diſtin» 


uiſhed in the Greek -as inthe; Engliſh 5 paryac is 4+ 
tery and pre. .is Firnicatiev. And this poor and 
falſe Criticiſm, is ſufficient to carry thoſe who: have ſtropg 
Inclinations, | to. the hazard of their Souls, againſt the re» 
ceived and current Teſtimony of the whole. World; 
whereas they would not venture a Peny againſt a Crown, 
were there half of that Odds againſt them. i 
_ Let me nex6 recolle to you, rhe Arguments they 
brought for their pretended Opinion, from: Reaſon. 1] 


.call it a-Pretended Opinion, becauſe thaugh Men ende 


your to amuze- themſelves, that they be: not ftoppe 


in- the hot-purſuir of their Luſts, yer I cannor believe, 


that, in 'cookthoughts, any who: has ever learned the firſt 


Principles of Chriſtianity, can perſuade himſelf (eſpeciab 
ly upon. Sick-bed) that any Fornication or Unclannefs 


Can. 
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ler us hear their Reaſons. They urge from Ju/?/ce, thar 


"there is no _ to any third Perion, where both the . 
| ? 


Parties are Snele. | 


| But this Argument will have no Effet, unleſs they can _ 
 annul the Commands of God, which Forbid it. Becauſe 


we are bound, and that/in the ſtricteſt Juſtice, ro obey 
God's Commands, -even in things which are Indifferent in 
their own Nature. It was Death to neglect Circumciſion, 


and other Legal Inſticutions. God fought to kill Moſes  . 


himſelf for negleRing to Circumcile. his Son. Exed.iv. 24. 
2, The Argument is falſe thar there is no wrong done 
*Þto any third Perſon in Fornication. For, it is a: great 
wrong to the Parents, Relations, and: whole Family. Let 
any Man judge of this, by the Reſentment he would 


' have againſt any who ſhould Debauch his Mother, Daughe .- 


tex, or Siſter, and againſt them {o Debauched. 


- 3. If there was no wrong tao any other, yet if it bea - 


Sin, it isthe greateſt wrong to the Perſons themſelves ; 
to Damn their Sos/s.. And it; is the higheſt - Zzjuftice as 


to this World ; it ruins their Reputation: and this, eſpe- 


.cially in Women, is not only a ſhame. (if they ſhould be 
content to: bear with that) but ir is a_Real Loſs, and 
hindrance of their Fortanes; and though ir ſhould not be 


known, it is a great 7»juftice to the Man who ſhall Mare - 


ry ſucha Woman. If any think little of rhis, let them 


conſider how they would takeiit to Marry another Marrs 


Where ; and let them do as they would be done to. - But 


4) 


there is yet a greater /njuſtice, and thatg, to the Perſon 
herſelf: for ſhe thar is once Debaucheh 


firſt Lover, ſeldom returns to her Virgin Modeſty, bur 
ſeeks our, or is found by fome other; and often goes on 


to common Proſtitution ; all which is, in Juſtice, cr 
able - 


can be allowed in the Goſpel; which requires the utmoſt - © = 
Purity, not only of the Eye, but of the Zzart. However,” 


laid open to + 
the Temptations of others; and when forſaken. by her 
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fs able upon her firſt Corrupter. And if, as many believe, 


the reaſon why Dives deſir'd the - Converſion of his 
Brethren, was not Charity to their- Souls (for that is not 
found in Hell) but becauſe his Punifhments were increaſed 
to the ſame Degree that his evil Example did ſpread up- 
on Earth, by which we muſt ſuppoſe his Brethren and 
neareſt Acquaintance to be chiefly infefted, this will be a 
terrible Conſideration to thoſe who do Corrupt others, 
What I have ſaid as to Fornication, that is berwixt two 
Singl: Perſons, will Operate more ſtrongly againſt that 
New Notion of Adultery, which you heard advanc'd, viz. 
That Adv/terium is quaſi, ad alterius Thorum, i.e. to go to 
anthers Bed; and therefore that betwixt a Sizgle and a 


Married Perſon, 'it is Adultery only in the Single Perſon, 


who Invades-the Bed of another. bo 
But this poor 2itble upon the Latin word Adulterinm, 


45 loſt in the Greek Original of the Text, paryesa. Bur 


as to the Reaſon of the thing, if the' Sixgle Perſon [n- 
vades, the Married does Defile and Betray the Bed of ano- 
ther : and moreover adds the Breach of the Solemn Yow 
to God, whichis Exacted in the Office of Matrimony. Be- 
ſides, if one be Guilty, both muſt ; becaule it is a ſin to 


be Acceſlary to the fin of another. 


Wretched are theſe ſhifts, which Men, bent to their 


own Deſtruction, have found our to delude themſelves ! 


But they will ſtand them in no ſtead at the Bar of the. 
Great Tribunal : no nor qualifie their Deſponding Con- 
ſciences upontheir Death-Bed ; upon which, Men have a 
Notion of ſinful Pleaſures, when they are to be, for ever 
ſeparated from them, very different from that which they 


. had while they were in the Purſuit of them : and thoſe 


Arguments which then appeared fayourable to the Grati- 
fication. of their Luſts, will now be ſeen. in their true 
Colours, to be nothing but Deceit and Fatal Deluſion ; 
like Promiſes which are ſaid tro be made to ca by 
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their. Familiars, Which are not diſcoyered;, till "their 
Death, to-have a double meaning; a Falſe one. to- de- 
Jude them with Hopes while ' they liy'd ; but the 77xe 
one always verified in their Deſtruction, when it is. too -. 
late to Prevent it. 

When Men ſin out of Human Infirmity, there is a 
Sting of Conſcience: always remains; which, by the Ble(- 
ſing of God, may ſome time or other Reclaim them : 
though it is the moſt extreme Danger and Madneſs, to go | 
on in our ſins truſting to this: For when Habits are grown 
ſtrong, it is the utmoſt difficulty to return from them. Car 
the Ethiopian change his skin, or the Leopard his Spots 2 
Then may -ye alſo do good, that .are accuſtomed to do evil. 
Jer. xtii. 23. | 

But ſome to get rid of that terrible Monitor, a wounded | 
Conſcience (when they are reſolved not to-part with their : 
Vices) do. ſtuddy, and greedily. catch at Arguments, to -. 
alter the Nature of their ſin. (which -cannor 'be altered) 
and fo come at laſt to Perſuade themſelves that they are 
Perſuaded of the Lawfulneſs, at leaſt 7olerableneſs. of a_ 
Darling ſin ; which therefore they Indulge,if not withour 
all Reluctance, yer with leſs than they had before ; and 
therefore think this a happy Conquell. . | 

Bur (alas!) it is a miſerable one over. themſelves ; and 
their Condition then is moſt Deſperate, for this is a Cor- 
rupting of their Principles: and there is no Repenting or - 
Returning from that ſin which they think not to be a fin, 


tisfie them ; ar leaſt ſtop the Mouth of a Clamorous Con- 
ſcience. Balaam ſought ſuch an Excuſe, and he found 
it: and Ze that ſeeks ſhall find in this wicked: Senſe, as 
well as inthe eontrary Senſe of which-our Saviour fpoke it. 
And now let me Reaſon a little: with you upon the Me- 
rits of this Cauſe. God is a Spirit, and therefore Spirit 
is.more_ Real, more ſubſtantial than Body; and the true 
i | Pleaſure: 
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Pleaſure is indeed bur Spiritael, inrhat low Degree,” by 
: which our Spirit or nah of Pleaſure by the Me- 
diation of the Body ; or the Body only by the Powers of 
 -the Soul, which enliven and actuate ir; and from which it 
receives its Senſation; and therefore when Gur Sox! is gone, 
the Body is no longer Senſible either of Pleaſure or Pain; 
' becauſe the Sow! ats nomore by it. Bur thoſe Pure Sol; 
which aR without the Incumbrance of Bodjes, have a 
Perception much more Quick and Delicate than can be 
conveyed by ſuch Groſs and Elemenrary Body, as ours 
are rendered ſince the Fall. And therefore the Happineſs 
which is laid up for us, is to be freed from the Dull and 
Terreſtrial Bodies; and to have Spiritual Bodies given 
to us, faſhioned like unto Chris Glorious Body. This 
is our utmoſt Happineſs, and rhither all our endeavours 
- ſhould tend. And this is the grei*t end of our Religion, 
to wean us from the Body; to Fit and Prepare us for 
the Spiritual Stage : For we muſt be, in ſome ſort, made 
- like unto it before we enter into it; and tharis to be done 
while we are.inthis Life. Now, of all ſins, thoſe of the 


. Fleſh are *the moſt oppoſite to the Spiritnal Enjoyment ; - 


. and therefore the Fleſh is to be kept under, even in our 
Lawful allowances ; we may ſin by exceſs in chem: how 
much leſs then are Forbidden Pleaſures to be allow'd of 2 
For all theſe do proceed from an [rordinate Aﬀetion ; 
' which of it ſelf is a fr. Therefore, taking this matter 
from the bottom, you ſee the Reaſon of the ſeyere Prohi- 
_bitions againſt the ſins of the Fleſh; they are utterly in- 
conſiſtent with a Spiritaal Eftare; they do, the moſt of 
all other fins, incapacitate us from the Spiritual Delight ; 
. they pur us into a Frame quite oppoſite to it ; and that 
is, to God: whom the Pare Hearts and Minds do only 
ſee (Matth. v. 8) for he is Spiritually Diſcern'd. Therefore 
it is ſaid Gal. 5. 17. That the fleſhlafteth againſt the ſpirit, 
and the. ſpirit againſt the fleſh; and theſe are contrary the one 
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but he that committeth Fornication, finneth againſt his onyx 
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tothe other. And 1 Pet. ii. 11." Deavly beloved I Beſeech you, 
as ſtrangers and Pilgrims, abſtain from fleſbly luſts, which 


' mar againſt the Soul, Obſerve they War againſt the Soul - 


and the Reaſon why we ſhould ſubdue them, is becauſe 
we are Strangers and Pilzrims, that is, in this world : 
our Reſt, our Enjoyment is not here ; but we are or- 
dained to be made. partakers of the Divize Nature, bur 
this ſhall be only to-rhoſe who have eſcaped the Corruption 
that & in the world through luſt. 2 Pet. i. 4. That is, cither 
thoſe who have not been guilty of it ; or who have ſin- 


(rely Repented, and returned from it; as Mary Magda- 
le 


2, out of whom Chrift caſt ſeven Devils, Mar. xvi. g. - 
There are Evil Spirits (believe it) which Poſſeſs thoſe 
who give themſelves up to Uncleanneſs ; and theſe muſt 
be Diſpoſleſſed before the ZZoly Spirit of God will enter ; 
which will neyer deſcend to a fol and polluted Soul, This 
is the great Argument us'd, x Cor.6. That our Bodjes 
are the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt; and Chap. 3. 17. If 
any man defile the Temple of God, him ſhall God deſtroy. We 
are Members of Chriſt , ſhall I then take the Members of 
Chrift, and make them the Members of an Harlot2 This 
Conſideration is Dreadful! 7he Boay is not for Fornication, 
but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body : Here is 
great Honour given to our Bodies; the Lord has reſer- 
ved them for himſelf, and himſelf for chem. This is a 
great Myſtery, and ſhould ſtrike us with aſtoniſhment ! 
And from hence it may be argued, that when we abuſe 
our Bodies we commit Adultery even againſt God ; who is 


Married to us, Fer. 3.14. And to ſhew the Hatefulneſs 


of this fin, Zdelatry is all along through the Prophets cal- 
led going a Whoring from the Lord, committing Adultery - 
againſt him. And as this ſin is moſt Provoking to God, 

ſo it comes neareſt to ourſelves, it affects us moſt of any 
other ſin. Every fin that a man doeth, is without the Body; 
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Body It is like putting hand on ones ſelf aſſaulring of our awa'” 


Bodies. And God has puniſhed this ſinſeverely, in Sampſon, 
in David, in Solomon; the Greateſt, the Wiſeſt, the Braveſt 
of Men. It was this ſin of Zsſt, for which the Wortd 
was Drowned, Sodom Burned, and the Canaarites utterly 
Deſtroyed, Lev. xviit. 27. God has poured greater Ven- 
geance upon no ſort of ſin. Many late Examples mighr 
be given, King James. in his Baonaung Avepy to Prince 
Henry, particularly obſerves that this ſinis often puniſhed 
with want of lawful Iſſue, or the Death of rhoſe we 
have; and he gives his Grandfather King Fames V. for 
an Inſtance ; who was much ſubje& to Incontinency, and 
loſt both his-Sons moſt unfortunately, and left his Crown 
co an Infant. Daughter. And; on the other hand, he ob- 
{crves how God had bleſſed himſelf with a greatec Gift 
of Continency, and a numerous Iſſue. As he did in both 
reſpes to his Son King Charlzs. IT. But King Charles W. 
had no lawful Ifue: and his un-lawful was a Grief of 
Heart to him, joining with the Seditious Party againſt 
him. How many Noble Families in England might be 
brought as Inſtances, to confirm this Obſervation, whoſe 
Honours are fallen, or gone into Collateral Families, for 
want of lawful Heirs, from the moſt remarkable Cor- 
rupters of the Marriage Bed? But I will not take up time 
in this. I refer you, for the Heinouſneſs of this ſin, and 
God's Puniſhments upon it, ro the Homily againſt Adw- 
tery; and The Whole Daty of Man, upon this Head. 

1 ſhall only obſerve thar there is a kind of Evil Spirits, 
as our Saviour tells us, which will not be got our but by 
Prayer and Faſting ; and certainly this of Zuft is one of 
that kind. For while we Pamper our Body to that de- 
gree, that it is grievous to us to deny it a Meal of Mear ; 
when ſhall we fubdue it, and bring it under, that it may 
ferve us, but not Maſter us; not overcome our Reaſon, 
w lay aſide the Care of our Sol, which is Eternal, to 
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But the Guilt nzver Dies, though the Boay be laid in the 
Duſt. How Fooliſh then, how Dreadful, how Sottiſh is it, 
to neglect the Eternal welfare both of Soul and Body, for 
nothing elſe but to give the Bog a little ſwing now, after 
Childiſh and Tranfitory Follies ! And how Reaſonable is it, 
how Manly, how Chriſtian to keep it under a fit Difci- 
pline; to Feed, but not to Pamper it; not to Deſtroy it, 
bur to hinder it from Deſtroying it ſelf, and us, thar 
is our Souls with it! Whoredome and wine, and new wine 
take away the Heart, Hol. iv. 11. they incapacitate it from 
{ſerious Conſideration, or any Buſineſs that requires 
Thouzht, though even of this World ; how much more 
then of Spiritual things | Theſe are ſo oppoſite, thatthey 
cannot come into the ſame Mind together. 

And if a Man would be juſtly Laughed at, and De- 
ſpiſed, who could not leave his Whore, or his Bottle 
to ſave his Eftate, or any worldly Matter of great 
Moment; or to ſerve his Friend in a Point of Hononr : 
If the Pleaſures of the Body muſt be ſacrificed to ſuch 
Conſiderations as theſe; is it then ſo monſtrouſly un- 
reaſonable that they ſhould give place, bur a little, to 
Matters of Eternal Moment! If we venture the Health 
of our Bodjes, to fit up whole Nights upon Bufineſs ; 
or it may be Goodfellowſhip, Cards or Dice ;_ Readi 
Plays, or a Romance; with what Face can we ng 
our Health as an excuſe againſt Watching one Night, or 
bur Part of one, in Divine Exerciſes, to Trim our Lamps, 
and fit us for the coming of the Lord / No, then we can- 
not keep our Eyes from cloſing ; and -we grow fich, that 
is weary of that Employment. And the Reaſon is, Senſu- 
ality takes away: the Reliſh of Divine things ; which can- 
not be apprehended but by a frong and ſettled Thought : 
and of DN ſenſuality does moſt weaken the Mind, 


enervates, and takes all ſtrength from it. How weak is 
ſeen thou doſt all theſe things, 
"AY the 


thine heart, ſaith the Lerd God, 
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© gratifie its Beaſtly Deſires, which are but for a Moment >  _ _ © 
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the work of an imperious whoriſh woman? Ezek. xvi. 30. ſee 


2 further Deſcription of this. Prov. vii. and then read an 


account of that which is oppoſite to it, the true Wiſdom, 


inthe 8. Chapter. St. Paul ſaid, r Cor ix. 27. 7 run, not 


as wnc:ytainly; fo fight I, not as one that beateth the air ; 
But I keep undtir my Body, and bring it into ſu'j:ttion; I:/t 
that by any means, when' I have preached to others, I my ſelf 
ſhould be a Caſt-away. You fee, he eſteems it but an- #n- 


certain fighting, and beating of: th: air 0 uſtall other Ex- 


erciſes of Religion, if we add not that of Mortifying the 
Body; and thar, without this, he himſelf, notwirhſtand- 
ing of his great Lehoars in Preaching, his Trav:ls and: Pey- 
ferutions,, would be in danger of being a Caſf-away, And' 
if he needed it; who! can excuſe himfelf? Fe, who was 
(one would think) in a continucd ſtate of Meortification : 
for Even unto this preſent hour (lays he, r Cor. iv. 11.) 
Fe toth hunger and _—_ ; and are naked; and are buffeted; 
and have no certain dwelling plave; aud labour, working with 
our own hands, &. And yet to hear Men excuſe them- 
ſelves from-Faſting one Day in a Week, who live inPlenty 
and Faſe'; if that wete all; but who plead: the Yizour 
of their Body, and ſtrenpth of their Conſtitution' as an 
excuſe for gratifying their Lufs; which, by theſe means, 
== roo ftrong for. them! And: therefore' there is no 


opes: of perſuading any man' by Reaſon; to forſake his 


Luſts, anleſs he will firſt conſent ro Mortifie his! Bogy. 
The leaſt meaſure: canibe adviſed-are all- the Fafts of the 
Chnrch ; and'let each man's: Zeal add to theſe as he ſees 


Cauſe: withour this your Zfts will never give you leave 


ro be heard ; but keep you iniperpetual Hurry, and wart 
of Thought. Thisis Ge De f p 5 that flog th your 
Ears, and her own; againſt the Voice of the Charmer: Tt 
isnot words will: doit; this is'a more /ubborn Devil. We 
muſt ſer too our whole! frengrh; and all our Application, 
and Faft, and: Pray, and beg God's afiftance ; we fight for 

| | our 


atm. 
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our Souls ! we muft not do it indifferently ; ind we muſt 


; not bediſcouraged, if we do not preſently Prevail. God 


may think fit to try us, and to ſhew 'us the Danger we 
were in, and the Bitterneſs of ſin, by the'difficulty of re- 
turning from it, and overcoming long Habits; and to ler 
us ſee our own weakneſs, that we have no Power of our. 
ſeves, to help our felves; and rhence to teach us to pur: 
our whole Truſt in Him ; and apply Diligently unto Him, 
by earneſt Prayer, and a' careful attendance upon' all His 
Holy Ordinances : and then, He will nor Fail us; we ſhall 
Preſently perceive that we have gain'4 Ground of our E- 
nemy, and we ſhall overcome;in the End. We have gone + 
4 great Length, when we are- brought ſerioufly to reckon - 
our Luft as our Enemy: for then we ſhall begin to ſtand 
upon our Guard againlt it ; and never till then can we des 


'ny it any thing, but follow its impetuoſity, as 4 horſe 


Fuſheth' to the Battel; and violently Purſue our own De- 
ſtruQion ; and nothing can ſtop us, but a Srroxger than - 
this frog man; an higher Reliſh'of Divine? than of Sex- 
ſual things: till when Sexſnal things muſt prevail: and this - 
true Knowledge of Feavenly Pleaſure is obtained in Faft- - 
ing and Retirement. Then it is thar God works withrus, 
when weare at Leaſure to hear Him; and ſhall we' deny 
Him ſuch opportunity; ? | 


All this may ſeem an Excurſion, and leaving,of the Ar- 


{ 


gument ; but it is:not, . Their Arguments for rhis fin are 
eaſily anſwered ; and T haye; in few words, anſwered' . 
them, for more needed riot: bur thar which they moſt 
want is to be ſtirred up, and (baker out of. their Letharey. 
If once they come ro Confider,. their Comverfion is half 
EffeRed ; towards which I can only add. my Prayers to: - 
what T have ſaid inthe ſmall compaſs to which T confine 
my ſel And I will now go on' to conſider the other 
Point, which you heard-diſcourſcd of, that is, Polygamy. 


This - 
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7” -. - © - This is bottomed upon the ſame looſe Principles as the 

li -Other; to give the Range to our Luſts, and let them en- 
dure no Limits. . But it has more pretence than the other ; 

.. becauſe God did Diſpenſe with it, as with Arb:trary Di- 

: worces, in many Apes of the World. Bur our Bleſſed S4- 

al ' Viour reduces both back again to the Original Inſtitution, 

fl: Matth. xix. from verſe 3. to the 10. From the beginning 
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Inſtitution ; and this is applyed to the Myſtical Marriage | 
betwixt Chriſt and his Church : even as tothe Number 7wo,. | 
and no more. Eph. v.31, 32. They two ſhall be one Fleſh. | 


[21 (fays he) it was not ſo. How was it then? God at the ' 
[£108 Beginning made only Ove Male, and One Female. And, 
Wh: for this cauſe, a man ſhall leave Father and Mother, and [ 
j ſhall cleave to his Wife; and they twain ſhall be one fleſh, | 
1 They 7wain, here. was but 7wo; this was the Original / 


ſ 
Ali This is a great Myſtery : but I ſpeak concerning Chri 
Flt | ; 5 g Chriſt and the 
lf Church. This Pala bk x up by 7mro being joined | 
| in One; but not in Oze being joined to Many ; it can hard- | 
ly be faid' ro be Oe with Many. There is a Rivalſhip of | 
the Many to that One, and there is a Diſperſion of the | 
Love of the One among Many ; and they cannot All par- 
take of the Oze alike. This is no Perfect Union ; like | 
the Union of One and One, which is a full Perfect Union ; b 
and a true Emblem of the Union betwixt Chriſt and ; 
the Church. My Love, my Undefiled is but One? Cant.vig. | 

The firſt who broke in upon the Original Coaſtitution | 
was Lmech, of the Poſterity of Cain, who took 7ro | 
{1 Wives, Gen. iv. 19. Burt we find not that it prevail'd in | 
118 the Pofteriry of Seth ; for, at the Flood, Noah, and his 
| three Soxs; had but each of them Oze Wife, who made * 
up the Eight Perſons in the Ark. 4 
| And even when Polygamy was moſt in uſe, it was | 
GY thought, though (in ſtrianeſs) lawful, becauſe then Di- 
>. ſpenſed with, yet an Imperfet?, a Miſerable, and Inconvenient 
State, Therefore Laban adjures Facob thus, Gen, xxxi. +7 
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Y  7f thou halt affliif ny Daughters, or if thaw Jhalt taks other 


'the firſt Wife is alive. 


| be a Clergymar; at leaſt ir-was ſo thought Expedient by. 
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Wives befides my Daughters, — God 4s witneſs, &c: And 
Lev. xviit. 18. It is written, pod pay not take « Wife to 
her Sifter, or, as our Margent Reads it, Ozje Wife. to ane»- 
ther. This was the morePerfect State, though theorher, 
for the hardneſs of their hearts, was Diſpenſed with, till. - 
Chriſt came to Reſtore all things, who givesa plin Rule: Y 
Mark-x. 11. againſt Polygamy, when he made it Adultery | 
to put away one Wife and Marry another. For, if Poly- 

gamy be Lawful, how comes it to-be Adultery ro Marry 
another Wife, whether he put away the Firſt or nor ? 

To put away a Wife unjuſtly is a4 Crime ; bur it is not 
Aadaultery; the Adultery is the Marrying of another while 


Let every Man have his onn Wife, and every Woman hev - 
onn Husband, 1 Cor. vii. 2. and the Reaſon given for it, By 
ver. 2, 3, and 5. is only applicable to Monogamy. If it: . 
be ſaid that that was for the timgg re come ; bur. did ir. 
Diſſolve the Pelygamies before: Contracted 2 I- ſuppoſe 
not; ſo that if a Man, who. had ſeveral Wives, were 
Converted to the Chriſtian Religion, ir did not Divorce 
him from them all, or from all of them bur One ; but 
that he might keep thofe Wives which he had married 'be- 
fore his Converfſton':: yet ſuch a Man ſhould not be Pre-- 
ferred to any Office in the Miniſterial Function, and this 
I take to be no Improbable Conſtruftion of thoſe Com- 
mands 1 Tim. 1ii. 2, and 12. that Biſhops and Deacons muſt 
be the Zusbands of one Wife, that is, tho Polygamy. did nor 
incapacitate a Man to become a Chriſtian, yet it did to 


the Apoſtle. 

And from the Apoſtles Times, to this Day, there is no one. 
DoQtine of Chriſtianity, which has Deſcended by a more- 
Univyerſal conſent; and uninterrupted a Tradition, than this. 
of Monogamy. Polyzamy having never been allowed in a- 
ny Chrid;an Church-or Nation: And yet againft the: Do-. 
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os Ln pane an wich obwebs yo i wicenar ne of Js 
- -*Repent not, will call to the Hills and Mountains to'fa 
- pon 'them, and hide yp) from their Fudge: and their 
- Guilt.- Who now he rg he" heve given themſelves 
- DUET: "#10 uſneſs, to xg anneſs with greedi- 
_ "Butye have mot Þ learned of fry Eply. iv. x9. -For 
v. 5.) this. ye know, that no Whoremonger (oor. 
it is not only agg Adulterer) nor wnclean Perfon hath 
wny Inheritance in. vv Kingdoms of 'Ohriſt, and of 'Gol. Let 
210. mas Heceive you with wain words; for becauſe 


things cometh th: wr of - God upon the TIN f Dil 
ego. | 
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